
An EJS Center Country SnapshotUganda
In its history, Uganda had one woman prime minister and two women vice presidents but is yet to have 
a woman president. Women currently represent 35% of the parliamentary representatives and 30% of 
the cabinet ministers. 
 

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
The Domestic Violence Act: criminalises domestic violence, including physical, sexual, psychological, and economic abuse. 
The Prohibition of Female Genital Mutilation Act: criminalises female genital cutting and provides for the protection of girls and 
women from this harmful practice.
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Population

51.4 million

Female to Male

50.4% :49.6%

GDP

$53+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of 
government and head of state. The 
president appoints the vice president 
who is the second in charge of the 
government. The president also 
appoints the prime minister with the 
approval of the Parliament.

Presidential Unicameral 
Legislature

Uganda has a single 
chamber - the 
Parliament

Courts Structure
Uganda’s  judiciary is composed 
of the Supreme Court, the Court of 
Appeal, the High Court and such 
subordinate courts as Parliament 
may by law establish. The Supreme 
Court is the highest court. 

Judiciary

Portfolios held by women
•	 East African Community Affairs
•	 Without Portfolio
•	 Education and Sports
•	 Office of the President 

(Presidency)
•	 Kampala Capital City and 

Metropolitan Affairs
•	 Energy and Mineral 

Development
•	 Information, Communications 

Technology and National 
Guidance

•	 Lands, Housing and Urban 
Development

Executive Legislature

Women Ministers
8 of 27 (30%)

Women Committee Chairs 
•	 8 of 28 committee chairs are 

women.
•	 10 women committee vice-chair.

187 of 529 (35%)
Women Members 
of the Parliament

24th

Socioeconomic Opportunity for 
Women

6th

Political Power & Representation 
of Women

Ibrahim Index of African Governance 
Rankings: 2023

Overall Governance

Gender Quotas

The Parliament shall have at least 1 woman 
representative for each of the 112 districts. 

Constitution26th

At least 40% of the positions shall be reserved 
for women except in cases where it is 
impracticable to do so.

National Resistance 
Movement Constitution

6 of 11 (55%)
Women Justices in 
Highest Courts 
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices 
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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