The Gambia

An EJS Center Country Snapshot

MARCH 2026

While The Gambia has never had a woman president, three women have already served as vice-
president. Women's representation in the National Assembly remains low at 9%. The country is yet to
adopt a gender quota.
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Population
2.8 million

Female to Male

50.2% :49.8%

GDP

$2+ billion

Governance Structure

. Presidential

The president is the head of
government and head of state and
appoints the vice president.

Ibrahim Index of African Governance Rankings: 2023

it

20th

Overall Governance

26th

Socioeconomic Opportunity
for Women

Executive

i:!& 30of21(14%)
2&& Women Ministers

Portfolios held by women

Gender, Children and Social
Welfare

Environment, Climate Change
and Natural Resources

Basic and Secondary
Education

3'|st

Political Power &
Representation of
Women
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Legislature

£ 50f58 (9%)
Women Members

of the National
Assembly

Women Committee Chairs

» 10of 22 Committee Chairs are
women.

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation

£ unicameral
Pl Legislature

The Gambia has a single
chamber - the National
Assembly.

Gender Quotas
?Q There are currently

no gender quota
policies in The
Gambia.

Judiciary
Information on
Women Justices

in Highest Courts

is unavailable

Courts Structure

Judicial power in The Gambia is
exerciced by the Supreme Court,
the Court of Appeal, the High Court,
a Court Martial established under
an act of the National Assembly,
the Magistrates’ Court, the Shari‘ah
Court, the district tribunals and
such lower courts and tribunals

as may be established by an Act
of the National Assembly. The
Supreme Court is the highest court.

Sexual Offences Act: provides a broader definition of the offence of rape, increases the circumstances under which a person
may be charged with it, abolishes the cautionary rule which negates the need for corroboration in the prosecution of sexual
offences.
Domestic Violence Act: aims to combat domestic violence and provide protection for victims of it, particularly women and
children, and other related matters, deals with all forms of violence within current or past relationships, including physical
assault; sexual abuse; economic abuse; emotional, verbal or psychological abuse; and sexual harassment.

Matrimonial Causes Act: deals with marital issues such as divorce petitions, annulments, child custody and maintenance,
provides equal protection for both spouses in matrimonial causes, in compliance with Article 7 of the Maputo Protocol.

Web References

https://data.ipu.org/
https://www.op.gov.gm/
https://assembly.gm/

https://www.constituteproject.org/
https://data.worldbank.org/
https://africa.unwomen.org/

https://www.britannica.com/
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots

As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership — achieving #GapZero — the
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa.
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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