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Tanzania’s current president is a woman.The country’s Constitution includes a gender quota set at 30% 
to enforce female participation in the National Assembly. Women now represent 38% of the National 
Assembly and 14% of the cabinet.

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Law of the Child Act: protects the rights of children, including their right to education, health, and protection from abuse, 
neglect and exploitation and prohibits child marriage and the use of children in armed conflict.
Law of Marriage Act: regulates marriage in Tanzania and provides legal protection for women’s rights in marriage, requires 
both parties to consent to the marriage, prohibits forced and child marriages and gives women the right to own property and 
inherit from their husbands. 
The Sexual Offences Special Provisions Act: provides legal protection for victims of sexual offenses, including rape, sexual 
assault and sexual exploitation, and criminalises child prostitution and pornography. 
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices 
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.

Web References
https://data.ipu.org/
https://www.parliament.go.tz/
https://www.jamii.go.tz/
https://equalitynow.org/
https://www.tanzaniainvest.com/
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https://data.worldbank.org/
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Population

70.5 million

Female to Male

50.4% :49.6%

GDP

$78+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of 
government and head of state. The 
deputy president is the second in 
charge of the government and the 
president’s running mate. The prime 
minister is appointed by the president.

Presidential Unicameral 
Legislature

Tanzania has a single 
chamber - the National 
Assembly

Courts Structure
Tanzania’s judiciary is composed 
of the Court of Appeal, the High 
Court, the Resident Magistrates’ 
courts, the district courts and 
the primary courts. The Court of 
Appeal is the highest court.

Judiciary

Portfolios held by women
•	 Community Development, 

Gender, Women, Children and 
Special Groups 

•	 Communication and 
Information Technology 

•	 Industry and Trade
•	 Natural Resources and Tourism  

Executive Legislature

Women Ministers
4 of 28 (14%)

Women Committee Chairs 
Information on women committee 
chairs is unavailable.

147 of 391 (38%)
Women Members 
of the National 
Assembly

33rd

Socioeconomic Opportunity for 
Women

3rd

Political Power & Representation 
of Women

Ibrahim Index of African Governance 
Rankings: 2023

Overall Governance

Gender Quotas

The National Assembly shall have at least 
30% of women.

Constitution15th

Women should make 50% of all elective 
bodies by 2015.

Revolutionary Party Manifesto

13 of 35 (37%)
Women Justices in 
Highest Courts 


