South Africa

In South Africa, women hold over 40% of the ministerial roles and National Assembly seats. Four of the
nine justices in South Africa’s highest court are women, including the Chief Justice. The country also had
two women deputy presidents but is yet to have a woman president.
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The president is the head of state and
head of government and is elected by
the National Assembly. The president

appoints the deputy president.
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Legislature
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Bicameral
legislature

South Africa has two chambers
- the National Assembly

and the National Council of
Provinces.
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African National
Congress Constitution

The African National Congress shall

have at

least 50% of women in all its

elected structures.
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» 13 of 29 committee chairs are

women.
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Women Committee Chairs
+ 5 of 10 committee chairs are

women.

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation

Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Bill: adds new offences and extends existing ones, extends
the list of vulnerable persons, regulates the duty to report a sexual offence, regulates the management and administration of

the National Register for Sex Offenders.

Judiciary

4 0f 9 (44%)
Women Justices
in the Highest
Courts

Courts Structure

South Africa’s judiciary

is composed of the
Constitutional Court, the
Supreme Court of Appeal, the
High Courts, the Magistrates’
Courts and any other court
established by an Act of
Parliament. The Constitutional
Court is the highest court.

Domestic Violence Amendment Act: aims to increase protection for people exposed to domestic violence,
to improve access to protection orders and to increase the monitoring of perpetrators of domestic violence.
Criminal & Related Matters Amendment Act: prohibits the release on bail before a first court appearance of anyone accused of

domestic violence.
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots

As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership — achieving #GapZero — the
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa.
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices and
inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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