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Somalia has one gender quota which stipulates that women should make up at least 30% of the parliament 
seats. However, women currently represent only 19 % of the House of the People and 26 % of the Upper House. 
Somalia is yet to have a woman president.
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Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Sexual Offences Bill: criminalizes various forms of sexual violence such as rape, sexual assault and sexual harassment and aims 
to provide legal protection for victims and survivors of sexual offences. 
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices 
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.

Web References
https://data.ipu.org/
https://parliament.gov.so/
https://senate.gov.so/
https://mop.gov.so/
https://english.news.cn/

https://data.worldbank.org/
https://www.idea.int/
https://www.constituteproject.org/
https://www.britannica.com/
https://unsom.unmissions.org/

https://iiag.online/
https://population.un.org/
https://mfhrd.gov.so/
https://www.ftlsomalia.com/

Population

19.7 million

Female to Male

49.9% : 50.1%

GDP

$11+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of state, 
is elected by the parliament and 
chooses the prime minister. The prime 
minister is head of government.

Presidential Bicameral 
legislature

Somalia has two 
chambers - The House of 
the People and The Upper 
House

Portfolios held by women
•	 Family Affairs and Human Rights

Executive

Courts Structure
Somalia’s judiciary is 
organised into three tiers: 
the Constitutional Court, 
the Federal Government 
level courts and the Federal 
Member State level courts. The 
Federal High Court and the 
Federal Member State High 
Court are the highest courts.

Judiciary

Information on 
Women Justices 
in Highest Courts 
is unavailable

1 of 25 (4%)
Women Ministers

Legislature

Women Committee Chairs
•	 Information on women commitee 

chairs is unavailable.

Women Committee Chairs
•	 Information on women commitee 

chairs is unavailable.

52 of 274 (19%)
Women Members 
of the House of the 
People

14 of 54 (26%)
Women Members of 
the Upper House

Gender Quotas

The parliament shall have at least 30% of women.

Constitution

Each party shall have at least 30% of women candidates.

Electoral Law

Qaransoor Party shall have at least 35% of women in the staff 
and functionaries of the party and the councils. 

Qaransoor Party Statute


