
An EJS Center Country SnapshotSierra Leone
Sierra Leone is yet to have a woman president. Despite a gender quota, less than one parliamentary 
seat out of three is currently occupied by a woman. Women however represent one third of the 
ministers. 

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Act: ensures that at least 30% of all private and public sector jobs are reserved 
for women, promotes equality in the workplace, guarantees equal access to bank credit and training opportunities, sets at least 
14 weeks of maternity leave.     

Customary Land Rights Act, 2022: guarantees the equal right to men and women to own, hold, inherit,succeed to or deal with 
land under costumary laws, provides for the fair disposition of any land acquired during the marriage in the case of divorce.
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices and 
inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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https://data.ipu.org/
https://parliament.gov.sl/
https://statehouse.gov.sl/
https://www.judiciary.gov.sl/

https://sierralii.gov.sl/
https://data.worldbank.org/
https://www.idea.int/
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Population

8.8 million

Female to Male
50.1% : 49.9%

GDP

$6+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of government 
and head of state. The vice president is 
the president’s running mate.

Presidential Unicameral 
legislature

Sierra Leone has one chamber 
- The Parliament

Ibrahim Index of African Governance 
Rankings: 2023

14th

Socioeconomic Opportunity for Women

22nd

Political Power & Representation of Women

Overall Governance
23rd

Courts Structure
Sierra Leone’s judiciary includes 
the Supreme Court, the Court 
of Appeals, the High Court of 
Justice and such other inferior 
and traditional courts as 
Parliament may by law establish. 
The Supreme Court is the 
highest court.

Judiciary

Women Justices 
in Highest Courts

Women Ministers

Portfolios held by women
•	 Communication, Technology and 

Innovation
•	 Social Welfare
•	 Sports 
•	 Water, Resources and Sanitation
•	 Tourism and Cultural Affairs
•	 Technical and Higher Education
•	 Gender and Children’s Affairs
•	 Planning and Economic Development
•	 Fisheries and Marine Resources

Executive

9 of 27 (33%)

Women Committee 
Chairs 
Information on women 
commitee chairs is unavailable.

Legislature

42 of 149 (28%)
Women Members of the 
Parliament

2 of 9 (22%)

Gender Quotas

For every three candidate nominated, 
one of them shall be female.  

Electoral Law

All People’s Congress
The party should reserve at least 30% 
of all its political appointments for 
women.


