
An EJS Center Country SnapshotSenegal
Senegal has never had a woman president and had two women prime ministers. Senegal has a single 
house - the National Assembly - which currently seats 165 members, 68 of which are women (41.2%). 
Senegal has one gender quota which requires candidate lists to have names of men and women 
candidates on an alternating basis.

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Law No. 1999-05: sets imprisonment penalties ranging from six months to ten years and fines ranging from 50,000 to 3,000,000 
francs CFA for anyone partaking in female genital cutting, facilitating the corruption of minors or commiting an act of domestic 
violence, sexual assault, sexual harrassment, rape or paedophilia.          
 Law No. 2020-05: criminalizes all forms of rape and paedophilia. 
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices 
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.

Population

18.9 million

Female to Male

49.2% : 50.8%
GDP

$32+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of state 
and appoints the prime minister. 
The prime minister is the head of 
government. 

Presidential- 
Parliamentary

Unicameral 
legislature

Senegal has one chamber 
- the National Assembly.

Courts Structure
Senegal’s judiciary is made up of  the 
Constitutional Council, the Supreme 
Court, the Court of Accounts and the 
Courts and Tribunals. The Supreme 
Court is the highest court. 

Judiciary

Women Ministers

Portfolios held by women
•	 Family, Social Action and 

Solidarity
•	 Youth and Sports
•	 Fisheries and Maritime Economy

Executive

3 of 26 (12%)

12th

Socioeconomic Opportunity 
for Women

20th

Political Power & 
Representation of 
Women

Ibrahim Index of African Governance Rankings: 2023

Overall Governance
11th

Legislature

68 of 165 (41%)
Women Members of 
the National Assembly

Women Committee Chairs
•	 3 out of 14  Committee Chairs 

are women.

Gender Quotas

The lists of candidates must be alternately 
composed of people of both sexes. 
When the number of members is odd, 
the number applies to the even number 
immediately below.

Electoral Law

0 of 10 (0%)
Women Justices in the 
Highest Courts

Web References
https://data.ipu.org/
https://primature.sn/
https://www.coursupreme.gouv.sn/
https://www.constituteproject.org/

https://data.worldbank.org/
https://www.idea.int/
https://clr.africanchildforum.org/
https://www.britannica.com/

https://justice.sec.gouv.sn/
https://iiag.online/
https://population.un.org/
https://www.vie-publique.sn/


