Sao Tomé

and Principe

While S&6o Tomé and Principe is yet to have a woman president, three women have already served
as prime minister. Despite a gender quota set at 40%, the National Assembly currently has only 15% of

women members.
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Governance Structure

. Presi-Parliamentary

The president is the head of state
and appoints the prime minister.
The prime minister is the head of
government.
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Portfolios held by women

+ Foreign Affairs, Cooperation
and Community

- Justice, Parliamentary Affairs
and Women's Rights

« Environment, Youth and
Sustainable Tourism

- Education, Culture, Science
and Higher Education
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Legislature
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Women Committee Chairs

» 2 of 6 Committee Chairs are
women.

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
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£ unicameral
Pl Legislature

Sdo Tomé and Principe
has a single chamber -
The National Assembly

Gender Quotas

l EO. Electoral Law
o

Women should occupy at least
40% of the National Assembly
seats and the cabinet positions.

Judiciary

- Information on
Women Justices in
Highest Courts is
unavailable

Courts Structure

In SGo Tomé and Principe,

judicial power is exerciced by the
Constitutional Court, the Supreme
Court of Justice, the Court of First
Instance, the Regional Court, the
Court of Auditors, district courts
and criminal courts. The Supreme
Court of Justice is the highest
court.

Law. No. 11/2008: defines domestic violence as “any action or omission arising within the family or household that causes the
death, injury, physical, sexual or psychological suffering, moral or patrimonial damage, or deprivation of liberty in situations
within the scope of the home, in the family and in any intimate relationship of affection.”, establishes measures and mechanisms

to prevent and punish domestic violence.

Law No. 12/2008: reinforces legal mechanisms for the protection of survivors of domestic and family violence.
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots

As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership — achieving #GapZero — the
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa.
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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