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With women making up more than 60% of the Chamber of Deputies, Rwanda is the country with the highest
representation of women in its national legislature. Women also hold 46% of the seats in the Senate but
represent only five out of the 19 cabinet ministers. More than half of the justices in Rwanda’s highest court
are women, including the Chief Justice. The lbrahim Index of African Governance ranks Rwanda first for
political power & representation of women.
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The president is the head of state and
appoints the prime minister. The prime
minister is the head of government.
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Parliamentary

Gender Quotas

l EO. Constitution
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At least 30% of Deputies
shall be women.

At least 30% of Senators
shall be women.

Political Power & Representation

Legislature
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Women Members of the
Chambers of Deputies

Women Committee Chairs

» 6 of 10 committee chairs are
women.

¢ 6 women committee vice-chairs
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Women Members of the
Senate

Women Committee Chairs

* 3 out of 5 Committee Chairs are
women.

¢ 2 women Committee Vice-chairs

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation

Bicameral

i Iegislature

Rwanda has two chambers
- the Chamber of Deputies
and the Senate

l Eg Electoral Law

Each political organisation
shall submit a list with

at least 30% of women
candidates.

Judiciary

Courts Structure

Rwanda'’s judiciary is composed

of ordinary courts and specialized
courts. Ordinary courts include the
Supreme Court, the Court of Appedl,
the High Court, intermediate

courts and primary courts.
Specialized courts are comprised

of commmercial courts and military
courts. The Supreme Court is the
highest court.
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Women Justices in
Highest Courts

Prevention and Punishment of Gender-Based Violence: criminialises gender-based violence and protects survivors.

Law Governing Persons and Family: recognises women's rights to equal treatment within personal and family matters, including
protection of women'’s rights in divorce/separation, child custody and inheritance.
Law No.027/2023 of 18/05/2023: amends the Labour Law (66/2018) and Ministerial Order no. 02/MIFOTRA/23 of 01/08/2023,
extends maternity-related protections and benefits.
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots

As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership — achieving #GapZero - the
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa.
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices and
inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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