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Nigeria has never had a woman president or vice president. Women’s representation in the executive and 
the legislature remains low. On the other hand, women continue to occupy the highest levels of leadership in 
the judiciary as Nigeria has had a total of five women Chief justices, including the current one.
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Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Violence against Persons Prohibition Act: prohibits female circumcision or female genital mutilation, forceful ejection from 
home, harmful widowhood practices, abandonment of spouses, children and other dependants without sustenance, battery 
and other harmful traditional practices.
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices 
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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Population

237.5 million

Female to Male

49.4% : 50.6%

GDP

$252+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of 
government and head of state. The 
president appoints the vice president.

Presidential Bicameral 
legislature

Nigeria has two 
chambers - The House of 
Representatives and The 
Senate

Portfolios held by women
•	 Art, Culture, and the Creative 

Economy
•	 Women Affairs
•	 Industry, Trade and Investment 
•	 Education (Minister of State)
•	 Foreign Affairs (Minister of State)
•	 Federal Capital Territory (Minister of 

State)
•	 Labour and Productivity (Minister of 

State)
•	 Finance (Minister of State)

Executive

Courts Structure
In Nigeria, the judicial system 
is comprised of federal courts, 
including the Supreme Court 
and the Court of Appeal, and 
state courts. The Supreme Court 
is the highest court.

Judiciary

8 of 48 (17%)
Women Ministers

Legislature

Women Committee Chairs
•	 10 of 134 committee chairs are 

women.
•	 1 women committee vice-chairs

Women Committee Chairs
•	 3 of 74 committee chairs are 

women.
•	 2 women committee vice-chairs

15 of 356 (4%)
Women Members 
of the House of 
Representatives

4 of 107 (4%)
Women Members 
of the Senate

39th

Socioeconomic 
Opportunity for Women

39th

Political Power & 
Representation of 
Women

Ibrahim Index of African Governance Rankings: 2023

Overall Governance
33rd

Gender Quotas

There are currently no gender 
quota policies in Nigeria.

6 of 20 (30%)
Women Justices in 
Highest Courts 


