
An EJS Center Country SnapshotNamibia
Currently, both Namibia’s president and vice-president are women. Women’s representation in the 
National Assembly declined from 50% to 41% following the 2024 elections. On the other hand, women’s 
representation in the cabinet increased, with women now making up more than half of the cabinet 
ministers. 

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Communal Land Reform Act No 5 of 2002: provides for equal access to land for men and women, safeguards the rights of 
widows to remain on the land after the passing of their spouses.              

Married Persons Equality Act No.1 of 1996: eliminates the husband’s legal power over his wife and her property previously 
established by the Roman-Dutch common law.  
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in 
Africa. By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public 
offices and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.

Population

3.1 million

Female to Male

51.2% : 48.8%
GDP

$13+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of 
government and head  of state. The 
president appoints the vice president.

Presidential- 
Parliamentary

Bicameral 
legislature

Namibia has two chambers 
- the National Assembly and 
the National Council

14th

Socioeconomic Opportunity 
for Women

13th

Political Power & 
Representation of 
Women

Ibrahim Index of African Governance Rankings: 2023

Overall Governance
6th

Gender Quotas

Women should make 50% of the 
candidates and electoral lists shall 
alternate between men and women.  

South West Africa 
People’s Organisation

Courts Structure
Namibia’s judiciary consists 
of the Supreme Court, the 
High Court and Lower Courts. 
The Supreme Court is the 
highest court.

Judiciary
1 of 4 (25%)
Women Justices in 
the Highest Courts

Women Ministers

Portfolios held by women
•	 Agriculture, Fisheries, Water and Land 

Reform
•	 Home Affairs, Immigration, Safety and 

Security
•	 International Relations and Trade
•	 Finance
•	 Education, Innovation, Youth, Sport, Arts 

and Culture
•	 Health and Social Services 
•	 Environment, Forestry and Tourism
•	 Information and Communication 

Technology
•	 Gender Equality and Child Welfare

Executive
9 of 14 (64%)

Legislature
44 of 104 (42%)
Women Members 
of the National 
Assembly

Women Committee 
Chairs
This information is not 
available

7 of 42 (17%)
Women Members 
of the National 
Council

Women Committee 
Chairs
This information is not 
available
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