
An EJS Center Country SnapshotMozambique
Mozambique’s current prime minister is a woman. The country had another woman prime minister
between 2004 and 2010 but is yet to have a woman president. Women hold 38% of the National 
Assembly seats but only 28% of the ministerial positions.

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Family Code, Law No. 10/2004: prohibits various forms of discrimination against women, including through polygamy, 
inheritance, age at marriage and choice of children, defines marriage as a “voluntary union between a man and a woman” 
requiring mutual consent, provides that both husband and wife have the right to “represent the family”, to administer the family 
finances and to work, requires husbands to pay child support in case of divorce.      

Law No. 29/2009 on Domestic Violence Against Women: defines and prohibits acts of domestic violence, including sexual and 
moral violence, sets a penalty of six months to two years imprisonment for “non-consensual sex” and potentially more if the 
perpetrator maintained sexual relations with the victim despite being aware that he was infected with HIV. 
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices and 
inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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https://www.ts.gov.mz/
https://www.portaldogoverno.gov.mz/
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Population

35.6 million

Female to Male
51.4% : 48.6%

GDP

$22+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of 
government and head of state. The 
president appoints the prime minister.

Presidential- 
Parliamentary

Unicameral 
legislature

Mozambique has one chamber 
- the Assembly of the Republic.

30th

Socioeconomic 
Opportunity for Women
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Political Power & Representation 
of Women

Ibrahim Index of African 
Governance Rankings: 2023

Overall Governance

Gender Quotas

Women should make at least 
40% of the candidates for the 
Assembly of the Republic and 
local government.

Front for the 
Liberation of 
Mozambique 
Policy

28th

Gender representation 
should be considered when 
electing members for the 
party’s National Council.

Mozambican 
National 
Resistance 
Party Statutes

Courts Structure
Mozambique’s judiciary is 
composed of the Supreme 
Court, the Administrative Court, 
the courts-martial, and customs, 
maritime and labour courts. The 
Supreme Court is the highest 
court. 

Judiciary

Women Justices 
in Highest Courts

Women Ministers

Portfolios held by women
•	 Foreign Affairs and Cooperation
•	 Finance
•	 Labour, Gender and Social Welfare
•	 Education and Culture
•	 Veterans Affairs 

Executive

5 of 18 (28%)

Women Committee 
Chairs 
•	 3 of 6 committee chairs are 

women.

Legislature

95 of 250 (38%)
Women Members of the 
Assembly of the Republic

8 of 26 (31%)


