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In its history, Mauritania has never had a woman president or prime minister. Mauritania has a single
house - the National Assembly - which currently seats 176 members, 41 of whom are women (23.3%).
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Governance Structure

. Presi-Parliamentary

The president is the head of state
and appoints the prime minister.
The prime minister is the head of
government.
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Executive

".':".'i‘ 7 of 27 (26%)
2&& Women Ministers

Portfolios held by women

» Education and Educational
System Reform

+ Public Service and Labor
+ Trade and Tourism

+ Housing, Urban Planning and
Territorial Development

+ Water Resources and
Sanitation

« Social Action, Childhood and
Family

+ Environment and Sustainable
Development
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Representation of
Women

Legislature

R 40f176 (23%)

Women Members
of the National
Assembly

Women Committee Chairs

This information is not available

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation

Ordinance No. 2005-015: prohibits the act of harming or attempting to harm the genital organ of a female child by infibulation,
numbing or by any other means, sets a penalty of one to three years’ imprisonment and a fine of 120,000 to 300,000 ouguiyas
if the act causes harm to the child, sets a heavier sanction if the perpetrator is a member of the medical or paramedical

profession.

£ unicameral
Pl Legislature

Mauritania has one
chamber - The National
Assembly

Gender Quotas

E o Electoral Law

In electoral constituencies with
three seats, the candidate lists
will include at least one woman
candidate, in first or second
position on the list.

Judiciary

- Information on
Women Justices in
Highest Courts is
unavailable

Courts Structure

Mauritania’s judiciary is composed
of the Supreme Court, the Courts
of Appeal, the Tribunal of Labor, the
Tribunal of Commerce, the wilaya
tribunals, the moughata tribunals
and the criminal courts. The
Supreme Court is the highest court.

Law No. 2007-048 of 3 September 2007: prohibits acts of torture and other cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment or
punishment, sets out measures to prevent them and to protect victims, sets out sanctions for the perpetrators.
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots

As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership — achieving #GapZero - the
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa.
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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