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Malawi has already had a woman president. Women currently represent only 21% of the parliament and hold 
28% of the ministerial roles.
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Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Gender Equality Act: promotes gender equality, equal integration, influence, empowerment, dignity and opportunities for 
men and women in all functions of society, prohibits and provides redress for sex discrimination, harmful practices and 
sexual harassment, provides for public awareness on promotion of gender equality.
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices 
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.

Web References
https://data.ipu.org/
https://judiciary.mw/
https://web.facebook.com/
https://malawilii.org/

https://data.worldbank.org/
https://www.idea.int/
https://faolex.fao.org/
https://www.britannica.com/

https://iiag.online/
https://population.un.org/

Population

22.2 million

Female to Male

51.2% : 48.8%

GDP

$11+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of 
government and head of state. The 
vice-president is the president’s 
running mate.

Presidential Unicameral 
legislature

Malawi has one chamber - the 
National Assembly

Portfolios held by women
•	 Health and Sanitation
•	 Agriculture, Irrigation and Water 

Development
•	 Energy and Mining
•	 Gender, Children, Disability and 

Social Welfare
•	 Youth, Sports and Culture

Executive

Courts Structure
Malawi’s judiciary includes the 
Supreme Court of Appeal, the 
High Court and subordinate 
courts. The Supreme Court of 
Appeal is the highest court.

Judiciary

5 of 18 (28%)
Women Ministers

Legislature

Women Committee Chairs
Information on women commitee 
chairs is unavailable.

48 of 224 (21%)
Women Members of 
the National Assembly

31st

Socioeconomic Opportunity 
for Women

17th

Political Power & Representation 
of Women

Ibrahim Index of African Governance 
Rankings: 2023

Overall Governance
19th

Gender Quotas

The party aims to have 33% of women 
at all levels of its structure. 

Malawi Congress Party

The party aims to have 25% of its 
parliamentary seats occupied by 
women. 

United Democratic Front

2 of 11 (18%)
Women Justices 
in the Highest 
Courts


