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Liberia has already had one woman president, one woman acting president and one woman vice president. 
As for the judiciary, three women have already served as Chief Justices of Liberia. Female representation in 
the legislature remains low, with women making up respectively only 11% of the House of Representatives and 
10% of the Senate. On the other hand, 42% of the ministers are women. 
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Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Rape Law: criminalizes rape and sexual violence, including marital rape.   
Domestic Violence Act: criminalizes physical, sexual, psychological, and economic abuse within domestic settings, recognizes 
harmful traditional practices like female genital cutting and child marriage although implementation challenges remain.
Land Rights Act: guarantees equal land rights and protections for men and women under statutory and customary frameworks.   
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices 
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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Population

5.7 million

Female to Male

50.1% : 49.9%

GDP

$4+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of 
government and head of state. The 
vice president is the president’s 
running mate. 

Presidential Bicameral 
legislature

Liberia has two 
chambers - The House of 
Representatives and The 
Senate

Portfolios held by women
•	 Foreign Affairs
•	 National Defence
•	 State Without Portfolio
•	 Heath and Social Welfare
•	 Commerce and Industry
•	 Gender, Children and Social 

Protection
•	 Education
•	 Youth and Sports

Executive

Courts Structure
Liberia’s judiciary  is composed 
of the Supreme Court and 
several subordinate courts 
including circuit courts and 
specialized courts. The Supreme 
Court is the highest court.

Judiciary

8 of 19 (42%)
Women Ministers

Legislature

Women Committee Chairs
•	 4 of 35 committee chairs are 

women.
•	 1 woman committee vice-chair

Women Committee Chairs
•	 2 of 28 committee chairs are 

women.
•	 2 women committee vice-chairs

8 of 73 (11%)
Women Members 
of the House of 
Representatives

3 of 30 (10%)
Women Members 
of the Senate

36th

Socioeconomic 
Opportunity for Women

15th

Political Power & 
Representation of 
Women

Ibrahim Index of African Governance Rankings: 2023

Overall Governance
26th

Gender Quotas

There are currently no gender 
quota policies in Liberia.

2 of 5 (40%)
Women Justices in 
Highest Courts 


