
An EJS Center Country SnapshotKenya
Kenya is yet to have a woman president or a woman deputy president. Kenya’s Constitution includes gender 
quotas for both the National Assembly and the Senate. Currently, women make up 23% of the National 
Assembly and 31% of the Senate. 
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Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Matrimonial Property Act: establishes that upon divorce or dissolution or marriage, ownership of matrimonial property vests in 
the spouses according to the contribution of either spouse towards its acquisition, contribution refering to both monetary and 
non-monetary contributions such as domestic work, child care and companionship, which makes this bill more inclusive of the 
types of contributions typically made by women to the household.
Sexual Offences Bill: provides for the prevention, protection, and relief of victims of sexual offences.

Population

57.5 million

Female to Male

50.3% : 49.7%

GDP

$120+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of 
government and head of state. The 
deputy president is the president’s 
running mate.

Presidential Bicameral 
legislature

Kenya has two chambers 
- The National Assembly
and the Senate

Portfolios held by women
•	 East Africa Community and 

Regional Affairs
•	 Lands, Public Works, Housing & 

Urban Development
•	 Tourism and Wildlife
•	 Defence 
•	 Gender
•	 Environment, Climate Change & 

Forestry 
 

Executive

Courts Structure
Kenya’s judiciary is composed 
of the Supreme Court, the 
Court of Appeal, the High 
Court, the Employment and 
Labour Relations Court, the 
Environment and Land Court 
and subordinate courts. The 
Supreme Court is the highest 
court.

Judiciary

6 of 21 (29%)
Women Ministers

Legislature

Women Committee 
Chairs
•	 5 of 43 Committee Chairs are 

women.

Women Committee 
Chairs
•	 This information is not 

available

80 of 348 (23%)
Women Members of 
the National Assembly

21 of 67 (31%)
Women Members 
of the Senate

21st

Socioeconomic Opportunity 
for Women

11th

Political Power & 
Representation of Women

Ibrahim Index of African Governance Rankings: 2023

Overall 
Governance

10th

Gender Quotas

The National Assembly shall 
have at least 47 women, each 
elected by the registered 
voters of the counties, each 
county constituting a single 
member constituency.

Constitution

The Senate shall have at least 16 
women nominated by political 
parties according to their proportion 
of members of the Senate, one 
woman representing the youth and 
one woman representing persons 
with disabilities.

Constitution

The Jubilee Movement does not 
allow one gender to account 
for more than two thirds of its 
membership.

Jubilee Movement 
Constitution

The Democratic Party shall reserve at least one 
third of its seats for women.

Democratic Party Policy of 
Affirmative Action

Orange Democratic 
Movement Constitution

The Orange Democratic Movement provides a quota 
of not less than one third of women in all organs, 
appointments, committees and nominations. 

3 of 7 (43%)
Women Justices 
in Highest Courts 
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices 
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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