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An EJS Center Country SnapshotEswatini
Eswatini has had two women deputy prime ministers but is yet to have a woman prime minister. Women 
occupy respectively 20% and 47% of the seats in the House of Assembly and the Senate. Gender quotas are 
in place to enforce the election or appointment of women in both chambers.
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Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence Act: defines all sexual crimes, makes all forms of sexual abuse or exploitation a crime, 
ensures that both men and women can use the law with regard to sexual crimes, establishes a National Register for Sex 
Offenders, creates new offences and remedies with regard to domestic violence.

Building a Legacy of Leadership and 
Knowledge in a Center of Excellence

a	 Tubman Boulevard, Montserrado 
Monrovia, Liberia

e	 info@ejscenter.org
w	 www.ejscenter.org

About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices 
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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Population

1.3 million

Female to Male

50.9% : 49.1%

GDP

$4+ billion

Governance Structure

The king is the head of state. The prime 
minister, appointed by the king, is the 
head of government.  The king appoints 
ministers from both legisltiave chambers 
on the recommendation of the prime 
minister. At least half of the ministers are 
appointed among the elected members 
of the House. 

Monarchy Bicameral 
legislature

Eswatini has two 
chambers - the House of 
Assembly and the Senate.

Portfolios held by women
•	 Deputy Prime Minister
•	 Home Affairs
•	 Tourism & Environmental Affairs 
•	 Foreign Affairs
•	 Information, Communications and 

Technology

Executive

Courts Structure
Eswatini’s judiciary is composed 
by the Supreme Court, the High 
Court and such specialised, 
subordinate and Swazi courts 
or tribunals exercising a judicial 
function as Parliament may by 
law establish. The Supreme Court 
is the highest court.

Judiciary

Information on 
Women Justices 
in Highest Courts 
is unavailable

5 of 20 (25%)
Women Ministers

Legislature

Women Committee Chairs
Information on women commitee 
chairs is unavailable.

Gender Quotas

At least 5 of the 10 members appointed by the King 
to the House of Assembly must be women. When 
women do not constitute at least 30% of the total 
number of Members of Parliament (House of Assembly 
and Senate) after any general election, the House of 
Assembly shall elect no more than four women as its 
members on a regional basis.

Constitution

Ten Senators, at least half of whom shall be female, shall 
be elected by the members of the House of Assembly.

Constitution

Women Members 
of the National 
Assembly 

15 of 74 (20%)

Women Committee Chairs
Information on women commitee 
chairs is unavailable.

14 of 30 (47%)
Women Members 
of the Senate


