
An EJS Center Country SnapshotDjibouti
Women currently hold 26.2% of the seats in Djibouti’s National Assembly and the country is yet to have a 
woman president. The Ibrahim Index of African Governance ranks Djibouti eight for political power and 
representation of women, marking a significant improvement over the past decade.

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Law No. 55/AN/09/6th L: creates criminal sanctions for the people who exercised female genital cutting or who were aware of a 
planned female genital cutting without notifying the public authorities and makes it easier for associations defending women’s 
rights to become a civil party and bring to trial those guilty of such an offence.    

Law No. 66/AN/719/8th L: aims to put in place measures likely to prevent, protect and support victims of gender-based violence 
and to prosecute the perpetrators.
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Population

1.2 million

Female to Male

50.4% : 49.6%
GDP

$4+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of government 
and head of state. The president 
appoints the prime minister and other 
members of the governement on 
proposal by the prime minister.

Presidential- 
Parliamentary

Unicameral 
legislature

Djibouti has a single 
chamber - The National 
Assembly

Courts Structure
Djibouti’s judiciary is composed by the 
Supreme Court, the Court of Accounts and 
the other courts and tribunals. The Supreme 
Court is the highest court.

Judiciary
Information on 
Women Justices in 
Highest Courts is 
unavailable

Women 
Ministers

Portfolios held by women
•	 Health
•	 Women and Family
•	 Social Affairs and Solidarity 
•	 Urban Affairs, Housing and 

Urban Development
•	 Youth and Culture

Executive
5 of 21 (24%)

Legislature
17 of 65 (26%)
Women Members 
of the National 
Assembly 

Women Committee 
Chairs
Information on women 
committee chairs is 
unavailable.
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Governance

38th

Gender Quotas

The National Assembly shall have at 
least 25% of women. Under penalty of 
inadmissibility, lists of political parties 
should have at least 25% of women 
candidates for legislative elections.

The Gender Quota Law
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices 
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.

Web References
https://data.ipu.org/
https://www.presidence.dj/
https://famille.gouv.dj/
https://www.journalofficiel.dj/

https://www.rfi.fr/
https://data.worldbank.org/
https://www.idea.int/
https://www.constituteproject.org/

https://www.britannica.com/
https://iiag.online/
https://population.un.org/
https://djibouti.embassy.qa/


