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Congo is yet to have a woman president. Women currently make up 15% of the National Assembly and 
32% of the Senate. They also hold 22% of the ministerial positions. 
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Population

6.5 million

Female to Male

50% : 50%

GDP

$15+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of state 
and appoints the prime minister. 
The prime minister is the head of 
government. 

Presi-
Parliamentary

Bicameral 
legislature

Congo has two 
chambers - The National 
Assembly and the 
Senate.

Women Ministers

Portfolios held by women
•	 Environment, Sustainable Development and the 

Congo Basin
•	 Forestry
•	 Land Affairs and Public Domain
•	 Trade, Supply and Consumer Affairs
•	 Social Affairs and Humanitarian Action
•	 Higher Education
•	 Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises and Crafts
•	 Promotion of Women, the Integration of Women 

in Development, the Social Pact and the 
Informal Economy

Executive
8 of 36 (22%)

Courts Structure
In Congo, judicial power is 
exerciced by the Supreme 
Court, the courts of appeal, 
the tribunals of first 
instance, the administrative 
tribunals, the Labor Tribunal, 
the commercial tribunals, 
the tribunals of instance as 
well as the other national 
jurisdictions. The Supreme 
Court is the highest court. 

Judiciary
0 of 7 (0%)
Women 
Justices in 
Highest Courts 

Legislature

Women Committee 
Chairs
Information on women 
commitee chairs is 
unavailable.

Women Committee 
Chairs
Information on women 
commitee chairs is 
unavailable.

22 of 151 (15%)
Women Members 
of the National 
Assembly 

23 of 72 (32%)
Women Members 
of the Senate 

48th

Socioeconomic 
Opportunity for Women

45th

Political Power & 
Representation of 
Women

Ibrahim Index of African Governance Rankings: 2023

Overall 
Governance

45th

Gender Quotas

The list of candidates for elections 
to the National Assembly and the 
Senate, submitted by political parties 
or groups, must take into account 
the representation of women so that 
women make up at least 30% of the 
candidates.

Electoral Law

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Law Mouebara No. 19-2022 of 4 May 2022: criminalizes behaviors that violate women’s rights, allows victims to receive support 
from non-governmental organizations, allows third parties to initiate legal proceedings, penalizes any attempt by a police officer 
to prevent a woman from reporting violence. 
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices 
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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