
An EJS Center Country SnapshotCabo Verde
In Cabo Verde, women occupy only 13% of the ministerial positions. They however hold over 40% of the 
parliamentary seats. The country is yet to have a woman president..

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Special Law Against Gender-based Violence No. 84/VII/11: increases the level of protection for victims, strengthens punishments 
for those convicted, expands services such as shelters and treatment programmes for offenders.
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Population

0.5 million

Female to Male

49.1% : 50.9%

GDP

$2+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of state 
and the prime minister is the head of 
governement. The prime minister is 
nominated by the National Assembly 
and appointed by the president.

Parliamentary Unicameral 
legislature

Cabo Verde has a single 
chamber - the National 
Assembly

Courts Structure
In Cabo Verde, the judiciary is 
divided into four categories of 
courts: the Supreme Court of 
Justice and courts of first resort, 
the Court of Accounts, the 
military courts and the tax and 
customs courts. The Supreme 
Court is the highest court. 

Judiciary

Women Ministers

Portfolios held by women
•	 National Defense, Territorial Cohesion, 

Presidency of the Council of Ministers 
and Parliamentary Affairs

•	 Justice

Executive
2 of 15 (13%)

8th

Socioeconomic Opportunity 
for Women

18th

Political Power & 
Representation of 
Women

Ibrahim Index of African Governance Rankings: 2023

Overall Governance
3rd

Legislature

Gender Quotas

Electoral lists must include at 
least 40% of women or men.

Electoral Law

Women Members 
of the National 
Assembly 

34 of 72 (47%)

Women Committee 
Chairs
•	 Information on women 

commitee chairs is 
unavailable

4 of 7 (57%)
Women Justices in 
Highest Courts
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices 
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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