
An EJS Center Country SnapshotBotswana
Botswana is yet to have a woman president. Women’s representation in the government and the 
parliament remains low. The Ibrahim Index of African Governance ranks Botswana first for 
socioeconomic opportunity for women.

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Domestic Violence Act: criminalizes several forms of domestic violence such as physical abuse or threat thereof, sexual abuse 
or threat thereof, emotional, verbal psychological abuse or economic abuse, intimidation, harassment and damage to property. 
Abolition of Marital Power Act: removes restrictions on the legal capacity of a wife, abolishes the common law position of the 
husband as head of the family,  provides equal guardianship over a minor child to both parents.
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the Country 
Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. By generating 
evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices and inform the design 
of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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Population

2.6 million

Female to Male

50.2% : 49.8%

GDP

$19+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of 
government and head of state. 
The president appoints the vice-
president from among the elected 
members of the National Assembly.

Parliamentary Unicameral 
Legislature

Botswana has one 
chamber - The National 
Assembly

Courts Structure
Botswana’s judiciary includes the 
Court of Appeal, the High Court 
and magistrates courts. The Court 
of Appeal is the highest court.

Judiciary

Portfolios held by women
•	 Child Welfare and Basic 

Education
•	 Minerals and Energy
•	 Youth and Gender Affairs

Executive Legislature

Women Committee Chairs
This information is not available

Women Ministers
3 of 18 (17%)

Women Members 
of the National 
Assembly

6 of 67 (9%) Information on 
Women Justices 
in Highest Courts 
is unavailable

1st

Socioeconomic 
Opportunity for 
Women

49th

Political Power & 
Representation of Women

Ibrahim Index of African Governance 
Rankings: 2023

Overall 
Governance

5th

Gender Quotas

The party introduced a 30% quota 
for women on electoral lists. 

Botswana Congress 
Party

Botswana National Front
The party introduced a 30% quota 
for women on electoral lists. 


