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In Benin, women represent only 27% of the parliament. They also represent nearly one third of the 
ministers. Benin has a woman vice president since 2021 but is yet to have a woman president.

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Law No. 2021-11 of 20 December 2021: expands punishment for gender-based violation, including sexual harassment, sexual 
assault, rape, early marriage, forced marriage, female genital cutting and aggravated violence against women or girls.   
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices 
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.

Population

14.8 million

Female to Male

49.8% : 50.2%
GDP

$21+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of 
government and head of state 
and appoints the ministers.

Presidential Unicameral 
legislature

Benin has a single chamber 
- the National Assembly.

Courts Structure
Benin’s judicial system includes the 
courts of first instance, the courts 
of appeal, the assize courts and 
the Supreme Court. The Supreme 
Court is the highest court.

Judiciary
Information on Women 
Justices in Highest 
Courts is unavailableWomen Ministers

Portfolios held by women
•	 Foreign Affairs
•	 Family and Social Action
•	 Higher Education and Scientific 

Research, in charge of Technical 
Training

•	 Domestic Trade, in charge of 
formalizing the economy

•	 Small and Medium-Sized 
Enterprises and Employment 
Promotion, in charge of Vocational 
Training

•	 Communication, in charge of 
Media

Executive

6 of 19 (32%)

5th

Socioeconomic Opportunity 
for Women

27th

Political Power & 
Representation of 
Women

Ibrahim Index of African Governance Rankings: 2023

Overall Governance
13th

Legislature

Women Members 
of the National 
Assembly 

Gender Quotas

24 of the 109 parliamentary 
seats shall be reserved for 
women.

Electoral Law

Women should make up 
at least 30% of the party’s 
bodies. 

28 of 109 (26%)

Women Committee Chairs
•	 0 out of 5  Committee Chairs are 

women.

Republican Bloc

Building a Legacy of Leadership and 
Knowledge in a Center of Excellence

a	 Tubman Boulevard, Montserrado 
Monrovia, Liberia

e	 info@ejscenter.org
w	 www.ejscenter.org

Web References
https://data.ipu.org/
https://assemblee-nationale.bj/
https://presidence.bj/
https://www.gouv.bj/
https://justice.gouv.bj/

https://www.constituteproject.org/
https://data.worldbank.org/
https://www.idea.int/
https://www.worldbank.org/
https://www.britannica.com/

https://sgg.gouv.bj/
https://iiag.online/
https://population.un.org/


