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In Benin, women represent only 27% of the parliament. They also represent nearly one third of the
ministers. Benin has a woman vice president since 2021 but is yet to have a woman president.
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The president is the head of
government and head of state
and appoints the ministers.
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Legislature
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of the National
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* Ooutof 5 Committee Chairs are
women.

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation

A% unicameral
&l legislature

Benin has a single chamber
- the National Assembly.

Gender Quotas

=0 Electoral Law
_Q 24 of the 109 parliamentary
seats shall be reserved for

women.

Republican Bloc
Women should make up

at least 30% of the party’s
bodies.
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Judiciary

Information on Women
Justices in Highest
Courts is unavailable

Courts Structure

Benin’s judicial system includes the
courts of first instance, the courts
of appeal, the assize courts and
the Supreme Court. The Supreme
Court is the highest court.

Law No. 2021-11 of 20 December 2021: expands punishment for gender-based violation, including sexual harassment, sexual
assault, rape, early marriage, forced marriage, female genital cutting and aggravated violence against women or girls.
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots

As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership — achieving #GapZero - the
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa.
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices
and inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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