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Algeria’s Electoral Law stipulates that political parties should take into account gender parity when
submitting lists of candidates. In addition to that, one of the parties, the National Liberation Front, has
adopted a voluntary gender quota. Despite these measures, Algeria remains one of the countries with 
the lowest representation of women in the national legislature. 
 

Other Gender-sensitive Legislation
Family Code: sets the age of marriage at 19 years except under certain circumstances, allows polygamy subject to the wife’s 
approval, to the husband’s financial ability to provide support and to the certification by a court of a “justified motivation” for the 
marriage.      

Penal Code No. 66-156 of 1966: criminalizes rape and sets a penalty of a 5–10 years’ imprisonment and a 10-20 years’ 
imprisonment if the victim is a minor. 

Law No. 15-19 of 30 December 2015: amendment to the Penal Code, criminalizes domestic violence, increases some Penal Code 
offences involving spouses.
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About the EJS Center Country Snapshots
As part of its mission to eliminate gender disparity in public leadership – achieving #GapZero – the 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Presidential Center for Women and Development (EJS Center) launched the 
Country Snapshots in 2024 to capture data on the status quo of women in public leadership in Africa. 
By generating evidence, the EJS Center is able to build a case for more women in key public offices and 
inform the design of better strategies and policies for ensuring greater representation.
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Population

47.4 million

Female to Male
49% : 51%

GDP

$269+ billion

Governance Structure

The president is the head of state and 
appoints the prime minister. The prime 
minister is the head of government.

Presidential- 
Parliamentary

Bicameral 
legislature

Algeria has two chambers - 
the National People’s Assembly 
and the Council of the Nation.

Courts Structure
Algeria’s judiciary consists of three 
levels: at the first level is the tribunal, 
at the second level is the provincial 
court and at the third level is the 
Supreme Court. The Supreme Court 
is the highest court. 

Judiciary

Information on 
Women Justices in 
Highest Courts is 
unavailable

Women Ministers

Portfolios held by 
women
•	 Domestic Trade and National 

Market Regulation
•	 Culture and Arts
•	 Vocational Training and 

Education
•	 Tourism and Handicrafts
•	 National Solidarity, Family and 

Women’s Affairs
•	 Environment and Quality of 

Life
•	 Relations with Parliament

Executive

7 of 33 (21%)

Women Committee Chairs
•	 1 of 12 Committee Chairs are women.

Legislature

32 of 407 (8%)
Women Members of the 
National People’s Assembly

Women Committee Chairs 
This information is  unavailable

19th

Socioeconomic 
Opportunity for Women

48th

Political Power & Representation 
of Women

Ibrahim Index of African 
Governance Rankings: 2023

Overall Governance

Gender Quotas

Under penalty of being 
rejected, lists of candidates 
presented by political 
parties shall take into 
account parity between 
women and men. 

The Electoral 
Law

18th

In each province, 2 out 
of the first 5 names on 
a list must be women.  

National 
Liberation 
Front

Women Members of the 
Council of the Nation

10 of 77 (13%)


